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EO 11651: NA 
TAGS: REF 

SUB J : US-ASEAN DIALOGUE: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 

REF A. KUALA LUMPUR 7526, B. BANGKOK 21318 

1 . WHILE THE FLOW OF BOAT REFUGEES IN THAILAND IN 
RECENT WEEKS HAS BEEN LOW, LAND REFUGEES ARE ARRIVING 
AT A VERY HIGH RATE. BY THE END OF THE MONTH, ABOUT 
2500 LAND REFUGEES WILL HAVE ARRIVED IN THAILAND 
DURING JULY, ALL BUT ABOUT 100 FROM LAOS. 

2. WE FULLY SUPPORT EMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR (REFTEL A) 
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ON THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSCORING TO ASEAN DELEGATES 
THE CONTINUING COMMITMENT BY THE US TO ACCEPT INDO- 
CHINA REFUGEES OVER THE LONGER TERM AND WE 
COMPLETELY AGREE THAT WE SHOULD PROVIDE THE ASEAN 
REPRESENTATIVES WITH THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE ASSURANCE 
POSSIBLE WITH REGARD TO A LONG-TERM US REFUGEE 
ACCEPTANCE PROGRAM. SUCH ASSURANCE WILL HELP TO 
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DEFUSE ANY TENDENCY WHEREBY THE MALAYSIANS AND THE 
THAI MIGHT, SINGLY OR JOINTLY, MOVE TOWARD MEASURES 
TO DISCOURAGE REFUGEE ARRIVALS. 

3. WHILE RTG REMAINS FOR THE PRESENT RELATIVELY CALM 
ON REFUGEE ADMISSIONS, THERE IS INCREASING CONCERN OVER 
THE GROWTH OF THE LAND REFUGEE POPULATION AND THE 
SEEMINGLY UNENDING FLOW OF REFUGEES FROM ACROSS THE 
MEKONG RIVER. THE RTG REMAINS APPREHENSIVE ABOUT THE 
FUTURE REFUGEE SITUATION. GENERAL KRIANGSAK STRESSED 
TO AUSTRALIAN IMMIGRATION MINISTER MACKELLAR THE FACT 
THAT THAILAND MAY NOT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE TO ACCEPT 
REFUGEES ON AN OPEN-ENDED BASIS (REFTEL B). GENERAL 
SRISAK, DEPUTY UNDER-SECRETARY, MOI, ON JULY 

28 TOLD EMBOFFS THAT WHILE THERE CONTINUES TO BE SERIOUS 
DELIBERATION ABOUT MOVING ON A PILOT PROJECT BASIS 
TOWARD SELF-SUFFICIENCY FOR SMALL NUMBERS OF LAND 
REFUGEES, THERE IS, AT THE SAME TIME, CONTINUING RTG 
CONCERN IN THAILAND OVER THE FLOW OF REFUGEES. 

4. GENERAL SRISAK ALSO NOTED THAT IN THE WAKE OF 
AUSTRALIAN IMMIGRATION MINISTER MACKELLAR'S VISIT TO 
THAILAND, THE RTG IS CONSIDERING THE PROS AND CONS OF 
HIS PROPOSAL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL MEETING ON INDO- 
CHINESE REFUGEES. SRISAK NOTED THAT SUCH A MEETING 
SHOULD FOCUS ON THE LAND REFUGEE PROBLEM AS WELL AS 
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THE BOAT REFUGEE SITUATION. SRISAK SAID THE RTG 
CONTINUES TO HOPE THAT LAND REFUGEES CAN BE RESETTLED 
IN AGRARIAN SETTINGS IN LATIN AMERICA. PRESUMABLY, 

THE RTG WOULD BROACH THIS AT AN INTERNATIONAL MEETING. 
SRISAK SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED BRAZIL, PARAGUAY, AND 
FRENCH GUIANA AS POSSIBLE RESETTLEMENT COUNTRIES AND 
NOTED THAT IN BOLIVIA THE PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION 
MAY SLOW THE LONG-PLANNED FOOD-FOR-THE-HUNGRY 
RESETTLEMENT SCHEME THERE. O'DONOHUE 
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